Pokémon:
Folklore and Legends

Kumori-con 2026

Art: @artyeuh_studio
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Overview

Pokémon are generally based on real animals,
plants, inanimate objects, cultural ideas,
literature and elements.

Many Pokémon are specifically based on
Japanese cultural concepts such as common
objects, local animals, folklore traditions,
monsters, spirits, gods, or cryptids.




Yokai X%

Yokai is a diverse category of folklore encompassing
monsters, demons, ghosts, and other supernatural
phenomena.

* Can be considered to be interrelated with kami/, or gods

* Other names might include mononoke (spirits) or mamono
(evil spirits/demons)



Yokai KR

Animal spirits
dobutsu no ke ( B DR )

Ghosts

yarei ( BIEE )







Ogerpon ( A —AHKR > )

Glalie (Onigoori #==3—1 )
Throh (Nageki 47 % )

Sawk (Dageki X7 %)









Sojobo
Lower ranking tengu, or leaf tengu Teng U iaﬂ The Great Tengu (daitengu KX%a) )

(konoha-tengu FKDEX) of Mt. Kurama

“Yoshitsune battles Konoha crow tengu under the guidance of the monk S9j0bd at Mt. Kurama”

Woodblock print, 1853



Shiftry (Datengu X#—75 > 2")

Noh performer dressed as the
Great Tengu from the play
“Kurama Tengu”

(Tsukioka Kogyo, 1897)



Person wearing

tengu-geta

tokyofashion.com

Ha-uchiwa symbol
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Black kite or tobi (B, &T') | |
M//VUS /77/9/‘3/75 Early depiction of tengu from the 14" century
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Art: Yuko Shimizu




o Other notable names:
Golduck IIL&X v & suiko IKfE

Kappa E

Water Tiger, a similar
Chinese myth

kawataro J11ABB
River Boy, common in
. Osaka and Kyushu
a7

W

Lombre (Hasuburero /~xX 7'L-0 )

Allustrated Guide to 12 Kinds of Kappa”, Edo period

Lotad (Hasubou /~ A7 —) o _
Suiko juni-hin no zu KR+

Ludicolo (Runpappa )b-> 73w /%)
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ETARDLMA AERENNBER
NERRELoE NELAE



Kitsune Il

TR— Ezo northen red fox (k/ta-kitsune LN
Japanese red fox (hondo-gitsune RAHYN ) ( )

Vulpes vulpes schrencki
Vulpes vulpes japonica






Kitsune Il

Zorua transformed into Dawn
with giveaway tail

Ao
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Zorua Y Oy

Zoroark Yo 7y7—2

From Pokémon Movie 13: Zoroark: Master of lllusions
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Inari f)ai ( FEfaT K )

Landorus (Landoros 2> Ko X ) = TR




Kitsune Il

The girl who liked him back...

\

Pokémon Episode 232 “Just Waiting On a Friend”

TEDDLADF 273 | (The Kyukon in the Fog!)



Kitsune Il

Inari senbei
(A¥Y "/ ¥-7] 4

(from Fushimi Inari shrine in Kyoto)

N r 4
Inarizushi \ 4 D &F 5]

Kitsune udon 28 7 &EA

Inariage W & D1



Tsukumogami {13 f#

Sculptures: Alvaro Herranz

Kasa-obake Z2& X 1S

Art: Sandrine Thommen and Fleur Daugey




| Tsukumogaml emakl 11%#%%#

c. late Muromachi period (15th-16th century CE)



Tsukumogami {1 3&f#

Vanillish (Vanirich /x=Y v F)

Klefki (Kleffy 2 L v 7 1)

Varoom (Buroron Z oo > )



I , , s
Litwick (Hitomoshi & bE <) St (Gl =15 b |

Lampent (Lampler > 72 —)
Honedge (Hitotsuki & b & ) Chandelure (Chandela > v+ > 575 )



Chochin-obake 1E¥T&1k!17

Dusknoir
(Yonoir 3/ 7 —JL)

Sculpture: Alvaro Herranz

(Samayooru #~3—/L)



Chimecho (Chiriin 7Y —>)




Yakuwan X° 1 A pictured on
an Edo-period Sugoroku tile

Teapot (chagama 5% ) carrying a hishaku ( 8% )
used in tea ceremony from the Tsukumogami Emaki

* yakuwan is an archaic word for a tea kettle (yakan & )



Matcha spoon (Chasaku Z<%9 )

_ Tsukumogami {13&fH

Polteageist (FPotdeath R v b7 R )
-

Poltchageist (Chadeath 7+ 7 R )

Sinistcha ( Yabasocha ¥ /XY F v )

Matcha whisk (Chasen %€ ) Sinistea (Yabacha ¥ /3 F + )
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Tsukumogam
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Cursed Women

: Yokai.jp

Art



Cursed Women: Yuki-onna

Kokeshi doll 217 L
Froslass ( Yukimenoko =3 4 / 3 )



Cursed Women: Futakuchi-o
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Cursed Women: Futakuchi-onna —0O%
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Nukekubi ¥RI7 &

Cursed Women




Cursed Women: Nukekubi kIF7 &

Misdreavus ( &4 7 < Muma)

Art: Matthew Meyer



Sadako (Ringu, “The
Ring” 1998)

Kayako (Ju-on, “The
Grudge”, 2000)



Cursed Women: Onryo 7B

Hisuian Zoroark Y O 7 —

Art:-JeseIIe Carmela Aguilar

Hisuian Zorua ¥ O 7



Basculegion (/daitou 1 XA + 7 )

Anihilape ( Konoyozaru = / 3 )L )



Yuki-warashi EEF

Art: Yokai.jp



Yuki-warashi FBEF

Snorunt (Yukiwarashi =+ 7 Z <) Art: Anse Syen



Zashiki-warashi =<1

© MATTHEW MEYER WWW.YOKALCOM

Art: Matthew Meyer



Tsuchinoko HEQ)-F
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«Classification: Reptile, skink.

«Distribution: Japan.

- Habitats: forests and river banks. fny their imaflt.Sizz

. Size: 30-€0 ¢, ey can eat a huge
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Art: ruvimart
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Also known as the bee snake (bachi ebi /¥YF N E")



Tsuchinoko HEQ)-F
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“In mountain valleys, its
flowers just like human
heads, without a word,
they merely just smile

away, smile away until its
petals fall just like that”
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© MATTHEW MEYER WWW.YOKALCOM

Art: Matthew Meyer



Jinmenju AT <




Malayan tapir or Asian tapir
Tapirus indicus



Baku %

Baku pillow (Bakegata no okimono &% )

BHRERN DAL D)
FHTIFMIT 190K
| AsmanE -

Pillow used by the feudal warlord Toyotomi Hideyoshi Baku-shaped figurine (Bakegafa no okimono &4 )
(16t Century)



Baku 3%,, 5@
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Musharna 4> v —F

......

Incense burner
Drowzee (Sleep Y — 7" ) Koro &45



Kamaitachi &l

Japanese weasel

Mustela itatsi

Art: Matthew Meyer



Weavile (Manyula < =2 —7)

tekko-kagi £
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Whishcash (Namazun =< X> )



Meowstic (Nyaonix =+ 4 =2 X ) Espeon (Eifie T—7 « )



kabe

Mokumokuren / Nuri
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Stakataka (7sundetsunde Y > 7Y > 7 )




Vocab #3E
kami 1% : god or spirit
okami X% : Great God
kamigami #% : Gods (plural)
kami-sama ##k : God
megami Z 1 : Goddess
jinja 4%t : Shinto shrine

shinté #43& : Shinto

Kami #

* Gods or divine entities
* Benevolent beings

* Guardian or protective spirits

Amaterasu
Omikami xsxsw



Entei T 71

Komainu 38X

Growlithe (Gardie i—7 « )



Qilin (Kirin) [EREX

Girafarig (Kirinriki Y >V &)

Suicune R A 7 >
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Milotic (Milokaross S B AO0X )

&

Dragonair (Hakuryu /~2 Y 2 —)

Drampa (Jjiiron >>>—o > )



) e g . Wartortle (Kameru 73 4 —JL )
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1999, No4

Magikarp (Koiking =1 F>2")



Koi £
@@@%

Nishikigoi $R%8

Magikarp (Koiking 317 +>2") Cyprinus species



Poi [EW

Goldeen (7osakinto Y% £ > k)

N g » * !
Seaking (Azumao 7 XX A7 ) = : :

Chi-Yu (Yiyui 1 —21 )

Y NTUXTHIDEEAW

Goldfish Carassius auratus



Tatsu no otoshigo BN & L F

Japanese seahorse or lemur-tail seahorse

“Coral Dragon” (Sangotatsu Hi¥iZE ) Kingdra > 7 F3

Hippocampus mohnikei Horsea (7attsu %~ )  Seadra >— K5



Lugia JLF7

Art: Rom Joseph M. Pamintuan



Ho-oh Ko # 7

More commonly known as a Fenghuang (Chinese phoenix)



Suzaku &K%

Art: Thoth Adan

: Vermillion Bird
One of the Five Heavenly Beasts
of Taoism

Art: Unryu Fuukodou

Represents Fire Element
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Fujin and Raij

The Wind God and Thunder God Folding Screens (Fujin Raijin-zu byobu)

17th century (Edo period), Tawaraya Sotatsu



Fujin and Ra

Thundurus (Vo/tolos ~J)L b O R )



© MATTHEW MEYER www/

Art: Matthew Meyer Raikou 74 3w



Benzaiten

Also known as Benten X

or Sarasvati (Hinduism)



2 Uxie (Yuxie x> —)

Valor

ya B

God of Knowledge chishiki no kami %058 D 1%

Wisdom
chi 50

Benevolence
Jjin 1=

Imperial Regalia = D2

M@.‘b

Episode 599 Uncrushing Defeat!
Yuxie's Shadow! 12 > — D5 |

Azelf (Agnome 7 2"/ L)
God of Willpower ishi no kami BB D%

Three Imperial Regalia

Mesprit - Sword
kusanagi no tsurugi B D&

Uxie - Mirror
yata no kagami /\F&$5

Azelf - Magatama (Jewel)

yasakani no magatama \NRERAE  Mesprit (Emrit T4 Y v | )

God of Emotion kanjou no kami B&!& @ %8



Focus Blast
kiaidama B VEFE

Focus Sash
kiai no tasuki & L DX X F

Focus Band

kiai no hachimaki & D/ NF v F Focus Energy

kiaidame & & \N1= 8




Martial Arts: Karate ZZ3F

Sawk (Dageki X7 )

“The Karate Pokemon”

Black Belt (Karate King) Karateou n5 TE )



Martial Arts: Karate ZZ3F

Jump Kick tobigeri & 1T H

Brick Break (Tile Break) kawarawari T.E| H

Rolling Kick (Roundhouse Kick) mawashigeri £+ L1 D



Storm Throw (Mountain Storm)
yama-arashi £ & 5 L

Vital Throw (Strike Throw)
ateminage @& TH IS

Circle Throw (Overhead Throw) fomoe nage &% A1



Martial Arts: Jujutsu &{fi

Throh (Nageki 7 % )

“The Judo Pokemon”

Grapploct (Otosupus # b X /YR )

“The Jujutsu Pokemon”

Battle Girl /N MJLA—IL



Martial Arts: Boxing R &5

Ebiwara Hiroyuki B#£/R 183

Hitmonlee (Sawamurd %7 4 2 —)

Hitmonlee (Ebiwara T £'7 Z —) Sawamura Tadashi ;R4S &



Martial Arts: Kung Fu
(Kenpo) #&i%

‘/
= hanzifor Qi (life force)

N K& Force Palm

Fa Jin “Force Discharge”

!;W’ hakkei FES) ([Z-o1FW)

Ash using aura (hadou JF3E )




Street Fighter
AMY)=—PF7274042—2Y—X

Hadouken JREHZE
Aura Sphere

Hadoudan |Z & 5 Z A



Martial Arts: Kung Fu
(Kenpo) #&i%

Kubfu (Dakuma X2 <)

Urshifu (Wulaosu 7 —>7.X)

Single Strike Forme
A Bajiquan stance (hakkyokuken \1R% ) Rapid Strike Forme
A Taijiquan (Tai Chi) stance (taikyokuken AIRZs )



i g =5 2 7= Martial Arts: Kung Fu
(Kenpo) #&iF

Shaolin monk

Mienshao (Kojondo 2> 3 > ) shérinji no séryo "> FDE(= Medicham (Charem F+ —L-4)



Martial Arts: Sumo #H#%

‘ Take Down kedaguri\T7= <D (BFHED )

Open-palm slaps harite 4% Y F at a sumo match




Hakuho Sho BiE , a yokozuna i

YokAuna

Ozeki
Sekiwake Sekitori
Komusubim (Professionals)

San’yaku
(Three ranks)

Maegashira
Jaryd

Makushit

Minar?i Sandanme
(Apprentices)  |5nidan

Jonokuchi

Sumo rankings: banzuke classifications (Makunos/?/z‘a <T /IR )



Episode 194 “Ring Masters” Feraligatr is using a beltless arm throw
(sukuinage ¥\ %175 )

Ordile (Feraligatr) vs Kamex (Blastoise)! Sumo Battle! # — X AILN SAX v 7 X | §H /N L



Martial Arts: Kenjutsu R

(Crossroad Killing) tsujigiri 2 C&E 9

False Swipe (Strike with the Back of the Sword)
mineuchi &¥]5 (#4295 )



Martial Arts: Kenjutsu Rl

Swellow (Oosubame) # # R 73 X

Sasaki Kojiro Aerial Ace (Returning Swallow Cut)

tsubame gaeshi 2 1EH A L




Ninja Boy (Make-believe Ninja)
ninjagokko => > % Z > C



Spirit Shackle (Shadow Stitch) N - F %
kagenui ™M 8 I n'l a (WY

Water Shuriken
mizu shuriken #3 L o D 1T A

Double Team (Shadow Clone)

Mat Block (Tatami Flip) kage bunshin F A LA )

tatamigaeshi 1T=1=%H A L




Cast off shell
utsusem; ZE ik

Shedinja (NMukenin X 7 =)



The Tale of the Gallant Jiraiya
Katakiuchi Kidan Jiraiya Monogatari $h{h & &% B ¥ thsisE




Samurott (Daikenki XA > F )

Kinggambit (Dodogezan K R 4% > )



Shikigami are familiars of

Japanese occultism
(Onmyodo) and are
commonly bound to paper

Kartana

(Kamitsurugi 1 3V )LF)

Made up of Origami 37 D #&

The face is a pakupaku /X2 /X2 (fortune teller)

The head is a kabuto % (samurai helmet)

Legendary Onmyodo practitioner
Abe no Seimei and his shikigami

Spirited Away (2001)




The Legend of Momotaro
Momotaré monogatari $EXEBYD




The Legend of Momotaro
~ Momotaro monogatari HEXBB¥IEE
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The Legend of Momotaro

Momotaré monogatari BkXEB¥)EE
B .

.z

Munkidori (Mashimashira x> << 2 )

b

Okidogi (/ineinu A4 A4 %4 X )
Fezandipiti (Kichikigisu & F FF R )



The Legend of Momotaro
Momotaro monogatari HlichB%




Journey to the West
Saiyuuki PEBEET

The Monkey King

Infernape (Gokazaru =7 7% L)
Sun Wukong (Son Goka #r1&Z2 )

Art: Jed Henry



The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter
Taketori monogatari TTHVYIEE

[ AR Al

© 2013 Hatake Jimusho

Celesteela

(Tekkaguya 7 v A2 ) Baby Celesteela

Episode 1008 “Rise and Shine, Starship!” Art: The Tale of Princess Kaguya
Kagayake Hoshifune Tekkaguya ¥&8\3 Eft7 v 5 7'+ (Studio Ghibli, 2013)



Maneki-neko B &I

Meowth (NMyarth = v+ — X )

Pay Day (Neko ni koban 3212 Z XA ) Art: Lucheek

Koban coin 7]\#]

Spoink (Banebu /337 —)



Wooper Looper
apardpa 7 —/N—J)L—/X

Axolotl (ahorotoru 70— hJL )

5 JN—
Ambystoma mexicanum Wooper ¥



Japanese giant salamander

osanshouo AFH > a4+ (KWLHEA)

o ‘ SR _ Quagsire (Mu-oh X %+ —)

. , Clodsire (Do-oh F#—)
Andrias japonicus




Kamo ga negi o shottekuru BHE%E=BE>TKS




Daruma 1E

Darumaka X)L~ v A

Darmanitan (Hihidaruma & & Z)L< )

‘\“qi"*\v\!lﬂan

(A o S

N e

Bodhidhafma



Bronze Mirror (Dokyo gk )
Bronze Bell (Dotaku %% )

Bronzor (Dohmirror F—3 2 —) @ B\ G

“The Bell of Mugen” (Mugen-kane $EG1#E )
Bronzong (Dohtakun F—x 27 >



Gozan no Okuribi FLZEDH N

Fire Blast (Daimonji KX )







GAME FREAK WREEE

Pulseman (1994) [CISEGA/GAME PREBE, inc.
Ledian L7 4 7~



Devilman S EJI 2 ¥

Devilman (1973) Salamence (Bohmander R —< > &)






|ldeas for Future Pokemon?

Kasa-obake &L 1S

Obariyon &1EH LA

Ashiarai-yashiki &35\ BB

Tanuki ¥&

Zigzagoon (Jiguzaguma > 2% 7' < )



Special Thanks & Further Reading

Yokai.com https://yokai.com/
Yokai.jp https://yokai.jp/
Matthew Meyer. https://matthewmeyer.net/artwork/yokai/

* Thanks for art on many slides

Museum of International Folk Art. https://yokai.moifa.org/

Wallango - Japanese Yokai: The Ultimate Guide. https://wallango.com/blogs/news/japanese-yokai-the-ulti
mate-guide

Art Yeuh Studio. https://www.instagram.com/artyeuh.studio

Jeselle Carmela Aguilar. Yokai Mania. https://yokaimania.com/



https://yokai.com/
https://yokai.jp/
https://matthewmeyer.net/artwork/yokai/
https://yokai.moifa.org/
https://wallango.com/blogs/news/japanese-yokai-the-ultimate-guide
https://wallango.com/blogs/news/japanese-yokai-the-ultimate-guide
https://www.instagram.com/artyeuh.studio
https://yokaimania.com/

Special Thanks & Further Readlng

Jed Henry. https://www.instagram.com/thejedhenry

Ruvim. ruvimart. https://www.deviantart.com/ruvimart

Anse Syen. https://www.instagram.com/ansesyen/

Yuko Shimizu. https://yukoart.com/work/discovery-channel-yokai-f
eature

Sandrine Thommen and Fleur Daugey. “ Yokai! Le monde étrange
des monstres Japonais” (The Strange World of Japanese
Monsters), 2017, Actes Sud Junior Publishing.

Alvaro Herranz (@fuegofatuoart). https://linktr.ee/fuegofatuoart

* Some sculptures pictured in slides are available for purchase on
his website

Art: Jed Henry


https://www.instagram.com/thejedhenry
https://www.deviantart.com/ruvimart
https://www.instagram.com/ansesyen/
https://yukoart.com/work/discovery-channel-yokai-feature
https://yukoart.com/work/discovery-channel-yokai-feature
https://linktr.ee/fuegofatuoart

Special Thanks & Further Reading

* Unryu Fuukudou.

* Kat Eschner. “The Peculiar Story of Giraffes in 1400s China”, Smithsonian Magazine

* Krystal Clear Lore. “7he Shadow of the Nukekubi: Cursed Women, Exploitation, and the Tragedy of
Honorable Suicide in Japanese History”

* Wikipedia & Bulbapedia contributors


https://unryu-fuukodou.jp/en/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/peculiar-story-giraffes-medieval-china-180963737/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/peculiar-story-giraffes-medieval-china-180963737/
https://kclore.medium.com/the-shadow-of-the-nukekubi-cursed-women-exploitation-and-the-tragedy-of-honorable-suicide-in-f5b8e71c4ee5
https://kclore.medium.com/the-shadow-of-the-nukekubi-cursed-women-exploitation-and-the-tragedy-of-honorable-suicide-in-f5b8e71c4ee5

Discord:

#pinkrupee
Threads:

@torimoris
Email:

torivaz@pm.me
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